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Centers of origin of selected crops

• Around 10,000 plant species have been used for human food since the origin of agriculture.

• Today only 150 plant species make up the diets of the majority of the world’s population.

• 12 plant species provide over 70 percent of the world’s food.

• Four plant species – rice, maize, wheat and potatoes – make up over 50 percent of the 
 food supply.

• Only 30 crops provide 90 percent of the world’s calories intake.
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