Centers of origin of selected crops
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Mote: The pointer locations indicate general regions where crops are believed to have first been
domesticated. In some cases, the center of origin is uncertain. Other geographic regions also
harbor important genetic diversity for these crops.

Source: This map was developed by the General Accounting Office using data provided by the
National Plant Germplasm System's Plant Exchange Office.

Source: Amber Waves, June 2003

e Around 10,000 plant species have been used for human food since the origin of agriculture.
e Today only 150 plant species make up the diets of the majority of the world’s population.
e 12 plant species provide over 70 percent of the world’s food.

e [Four plant species - rice, maize, wheat and potatoes — make up over 50 percent of the
food supply.

e Only 30 crops provide 90 percent of the world’s calories intake.

Source: Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations
“Facts and Figures: about plant genetic resources”
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