
34.  SOIL CONSERVATION 
 
Soil erosion is a threat to the long-term productivity of agriculture.  Farmers and landowners should strive 
to implement soil conservation practices. 
 
We support: 
1. Efforts to maintain local Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) offices, while improving 

efficiencies, to provide technological assistance and project certification. 
2. Soil conservation programs using education, voluntary compliance, financial incentives and other 

non-punitive means to encourage compliance.  Farmers should not be penalized for a “first 
offense” failure to meet residue requirements if they have made a good faith effort to follow their 
conservation plan, or for failure to obtain mandated residue cover following crop failure.  Any 
penalties for subsequent violations should not exceed the farm program benefits on the tract 
number in violation.  The provision of cost sharing by government agencies must be a prerequisite 
to any compliance program. 

3. Increasing funding and technical support for various state and federal programs to assist farmers, 
landowners, and drainage districts in controlling erosion and runoff, including streambank 
stabilization.  Available resources should be targeted to those areas where greatest problems exist 
and programs are being implemented. 

4. Using available funding sources, such as the Regional Conservation Partnership Program or 
Illinois EPA Section 319 grants, to support SWCD efforts. 

5. Inclusion of conservation practices that address soil erosion, sediment control, and water quality 
concerns brought on by community development in the Natural Resources Conservation Services’ 
(NRCS) National Handbook of Conservation Practices. 

6. Unrestricted technical and educational services of NRCS to municipalities, other local 
governments, and non-governmental entities within funding parameters. 

7. Legislation that would protect landowners from liability resulting from the malfunction of terraces 
and structures constructed according to NRCS guidelines. 

8. Amendment of the election process currently used by Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
(SWCDs) to allow SWCD directors to be elected with the stipulation that the election be structured 
so that no more than one director may be elected from any township in any election. 

9. Maintaining county SWCDs under the administration of the Illinois Department of Agriculture and 
funding for SWCD staff at compensation levels comparable to that of state employees. 

10. Research on the concept of economic benefits of green payments to farmers. 
11. Concepts would include guaranteeing farmers a payment for implementing new conservation 

practices.  This could be initiated through a public/private partnership program. 
12. Including funding for technical assistance in the overall costs to implement government programs 

addressing natural resource or environmental issues. 
13. Adequate state and federal funding for updating soil surveys. 
14. Amending the Prevailing Wage Act so it does not apply to state funded conservation incentive 

payments. 
15. Public/private partnerships to provide consumer education programs on conservation practices. 
16. Encouraging local governments and developers to utilize all practical means to control non-farm 

soil erosion. 
 
We oppose the use of state or federal conservation funds for conservation practices on land that is in the 
process of being developed.  The SWCD and/or the NRCS shall require monies to be returned if land is 
converted to non-production agriculture use in ten years or less after receipt of state or federal funds.  
This may include land that has been platted or sold to a developer. 


