ON THE ROAD

DOT PHYSICAL CERTIFICATION

For Illinois Farmers

Every holder of a CDL—whether required to have the CDL or not—must certify their status regarding the DOT
physical (medical card) to the Illinois Secretary of State. This links the DOT physical to the CDL. CDL drivers
who fail to certify could lose their CDL privileges. This certification does not alter the requirements or exemptions that apply to the DOT physical for either the Farm Vehicle Driver or drivers of a Covered Farm Vehicle.
CDL holders must comply
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intrastate basis. Generally,
Why the cer ﬁca on?
those interstate drivers who are
Interstate
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er’s License Informa on System.)
focuses on the driver, not the
For “NI” drivers, it is intended to
carrier.]
eliminate the need to carry a medi‐
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Update before medical card expires
CDL drivers need to repeat the
It’s a document (typically wallet‐
process every me their DOT
sized) that has been signed by a
Generally, the driver is being asked two questions:
physical is renewed.
— 1) Are you an interstate or intrastate driver?; and,
qualiﬁed medical professional indi‐
— 2) Are you required to have a medical card?
Failure to comply will result in
ca ng that the driver has passed a
the driver’s CDL status being
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cally qualiﬁed (under federal law) to drive a truck. That DOT
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diabetes or seizures. While most physicians are medically qual‐
Requirement to Carry Medical Card
iﬁed to conduct the physical, not all oﬀer the service. Special
Drivers required to undergo a DOT physical are advised to con‐
examina on forms are available online.
nue to carry a medical card with them. Since January 30,
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Exceptions from the DOT physical
Federal law [49 CFR 391] (and Illinois law) generally starts from the premise that virtually everyone who drives a
truck or a truck-trailer combination of 10,001 pounds or more in commerce (including farming) is subject to the
requirement. Then it lists exceptions. In this case there are two exceptions for farmers.
#1 Certain farm vehicle drivers (FVD). Generally, this exception is available only to a sub-set of those
drivers who qualify as a FVD. That sub-set includes only those operating a straight truck. FVD drivers who
operate a combination vehicle (i.e.: truck–trailer combination or a semi) are not eligible for this exception.
#2 Covered farm vehicles (CFV). This one is very simple. It applies the exception from the DOT physical
to all drivers who operate a CFV, whether straight truck or a combination vehicle. See the document titled
“CVF Exemptions” to understand whether that designation applies.

The driver is to self‐cer fy
It is up to the driver to make his or her own decision
about which category to declare. The Secretary of
State’s staff has been instructed to not make that decision for the driver. There are four categories from
which to choose.
1. Non-excepted Interstate (NI) — Engaged in interstate commerce and meet 49 CFR 391 requirements
(must have a medical certificate—must provide the
state’s Driver’s License Agency with an original Copy of
the Medical Certificate);
2. Excepted Interstate (EI) – Engaged in interstate
commerce and excepted from 49 CFR 391 requirements
(does not need medical certificate to drive interstate)
3. Non-excepted Intrastate (NA) – Engaged in intrastate commerce and subject to State medical card requirements as in law today.
4. Excepted Intrastate (EA) – Motor carriers while engaged in intrastate commerce and excepted from all or
part of State medical card requirements.
(Refer also to chart on front page.)

If your driver status changes, you must notify the
Secretary of State immediately.

Interstate v Intrastate
The language of the rule refers to “Interstate Commerce” and “Intrastate Commerce”. For definitions of
those two terms, refer to the document titled, “USDOT
Number and the UCR”.


If at any time you drive a truck that is involved in
interstate commerce, then report yourself as an Interstate Driver by selecting either “NI” or “EI”.



If you never driver a truck involved in interstate
commerce—only driving in intrastate commerce—
then report yourself as an Intrastate Driver by selecting either “NA” or “EA”.

“K” Restric on
Drivers who have indicated that they operate only on an
intrastate basis (“EI” or “EA”) will have a “K” restriction
added to their driver’s license the next time that license
is renewed or modified. This effectively restricts the
use of the license to intrastate operation only. The license will be invalid for all interstate operations, outside or inside of Illinois.
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