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Infrastructure Law

Driving a Plan
for Successful
Infrastructure
Spending
Billions of dollars are available
for Illinois improvements.
Find out how to make sure they're
spent in your community.
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Contact Our Team
Brenda Matherly
Director of Local
Government
309-557-3151
bmatherly@ilfb.org
Ryan Whitehouse
Associate Director of Local
Government and Political
Engagement
309-557-2308
rwhitehouse@ilfb.org

Our Mission
To improve county Farm Bureau® influence in local
government issues and advance county Farm Bureau leaders’
awareness, capability, and involvement in local government
through information and assistance in understanding
and planning on local government issues.

Call to Action
We encourage you to share LINK with county Farm Bureau
leadership and membership.
We encourage you to share this publication with your local
officials. This information may be a LINK to their success.

Upcoming Dates & Events
June
Typical – first installment of
property taxes due in early June

June
Typical – County Farmland Assessment

Review Committee meeting held in early June

June 27
Deadline for resolutions committee submittals

July 25-26
CFB Presidents conference

Ryan Tate
Associate Director of
Local Government
309-557-3274
rtate@ilfb.org
Jenny Eisenbeis
Administrative
Assistant
309-557-3207
jeisenbeis@ilfb.org

July 26
Resolutions Committee meeting

August 10-11
IL Rural Health Association's
33rd Annual Education Conference

Page 3

Infrastructure Law

Return to Table of Contents

INTRODUCTION

Working Group to Engage Farm Bureau in Infrastructure Law
Being called a “once-in-a-generation
investment in our nation’s
infrastructure,” the amount of money
available through the Infrastructure
Law (formally known as the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act) certainly lives up to that billing.
The law, enacted on Nov. 15, 2021,
provides $1.2 trillion, with much of
that to be spent over the next five
years. And, while the money is divided
into several buckets, the overall
spending is intended to improve our
rural communities.
The investments in major provisions
likely of greatest interest to counties
include:

•
•
•
•
•
•

government officials will be necessary.
This is especially true since counties
play a key role in fulfilling the intent
of this law, as they own and operate a
considerable amount of the nations’
infrastructure.
To help drive a plan for successful
spending, IFB has created an
Infrastructure Working Group to pull
together staff members with expertise
in many of the program areas being

Infrastructure
Investment and
Jobs Act Funding
Breakdown

Transportation
Energy & environment
Disaster relief
Resilience

The next big step is to implement
the law at the local level – which is
where Farm Bureau comes in. This
publication is just one of the tools
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) will make
available to help inform, identify and
engage on priority projects in need of
funding in our rural communities.
As a plan for spending starts to
take shape, working with county

The group will work with CFBs to
collect information on eligible
projects, priority spending,
partnerships and opportunities to lend
Farm Bureau support.
Continue reading through this
publication for more information
on the law and plans for the
working group.

According to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce,
funding from the Infrastructure Law over
the next five years can be broken out by
percentages into the following 11 categories.
Represents spending over five years.

46%

Broadband

Drinking water & watersheds

funded and connect CFBs to those
dollars.

11.5%
46%
11.5%
8%
8%
6.5%
6%
4%
3%
3%
2%
2%

8% 8%

6.5%
Highways and Bridges ($387B)
6%
Transit ($96B)
4%
Rail ($66B)
3%
Broadband ($64B)
Energy grid, tech, supply chains ($54B)
3%
Drinking and wastewater ($48B)
2%
Western water, wildfire management, dam safety ($31B)
2%
Ports and waterways ($27B)
Aviation ($25B)
Economic development, public buildings, agency operations ($18B)
Mine/well cleanup, environmental
remediation ($18B)
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What Is Rural? Depends on Whom You Ask
With billions of dollars waiting to be invested in rural communities across the country through the
Infrastructure Law, answering the question, “what is rural?” has become very important.
In 2013, the Washington Post
determined that the federal
government had at least 15 different
official definitions of the term
“rural,” with 11 of those at the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
Ideas and definitions relating to
the term “rural” are diverse. The
federal government often relies
on classification by location and/
or population for statistical,
programming and funding purposes.
Sometimes population density is the
defining factor. In other cases, it is
geographic isolation.
Small population size typically
characterizes a rural place, but
then the question becomes, how
small is rural? Depending on the
definition, population thresholds
used to differentiate rural and urban
communities range from 2,500 up to
50,000.
While the number of definitions may
have changed in the past nine years,
the fact remains there is not one
single definition at the federal level.
We could likely fill a page or two of
this LINK issue with all the definitions
currently being used.

It may be helpful to know that the
rural definition laid out by the U.S.
Census Bureau is often the baseline
for other definitions. For the 2020
Census, the Census Bureau “classified
as urban all territory, population, and
housing units located within densely
developed Urban Areas of at least
2,500 people.”
The Census Bureau delineates Urban
Area boundaries that represent
densely developed territory,
encompassing residential, commercial
and other nonresidential urban
land uses. In general, this territory
consists of areas of high population
density and urban land use resulting
in a representation of the “urban
footprint.” Rural consists of “all
territory, population and housing units
located outside Urban Areas.”
Because of the many competing
definitions of rural, when applying
for grants and funding through the
Infrastructure Law, the best approach
is to refer to the rural definition
provided by the department or
agency to which you are applying.
The definition of rural is particularly
important as it can mean a unit of local
government may qualify for cost-

sharing waivers and other flexibilities
on federal matching requirements, i.e.
the amount of money a community
must contribute to receive federal
funding.
For the first time, the administration
has released a list of more than 100
programs with cost-share or matching
requirement waivers and flexibilities
under the Infrastructure Law with the
goal of making it easier to determine
eligibility and having the funds be
more accessible.
Consider the rural communities in your
area and let's partner with them.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION:
Learn more about this
investment in rural America
through the information
provided in the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law Rural
Playbook.
To see detailed information
about every funded program
included in the bill, be sure to
also check out the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law Guidebook.
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CFBs Invited to Share Local Infrastructure
Needs for Federal Funding Push
Illinois Farm Bureau members have a
rare opportunity to help funnel federal
funding to infrastructure projects in
rural Illinois. And IFB is looking for
CFBs’ help to make sure the money
goes to projects that will have the
biggest impact.
Illinois will receive at least $17 billion
from a total of $1.2 trillion available
through the federal Infrastructure Law
approved last year. The money can
be used for things such as improving
roads, bridges, water systems and rural
internet access.
To help allocate resources and
determine what to push for, IFB is
asking CFBs to submit project ideas.
“We need help from CFBs to figure out

ARPA v. IIJA
In recent months,
legislation has been
passed containing large
amounts of money,
including funding for
local governments,
rural communities and
infrastructure projects.
Most notable are the
American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA) and
the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act
(aka the Infrastructure
Law). The timing of
these two acts, along
with the large spending
packages and some
similar infrastructure
applications, make it
easy to confuse the
two. Here is a table that
helps illustrate some
of the key components
of the ARPA and the
Infrastructure Law.

how this funding can be best used,”
said Ryan Whitehouse, lead on IFB’s
Infrastructure Working Group, which
aims to ensure the funding has a
positive impact on IFB members and
Illinois agriculture. “The more detail
you provide, the more IFB staff can
offer better support.”
Visit this website to submit project
ideas. CFBs are asked to make one
submission per project idea. At this
time, submissions should be limited to
the top five priorities.
Whitehouse advised CFBs to consult
their CFB leadership and committee
members when prioritizing their
project ideas. Given the late planting
season, those conversations with local
farmer-leaders might be delayed, so

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)

$1.9 trillion total funding

there is no deadline for submitting
projects.
In the meantime, CFBs are
encouraged to initiate
conversations
with potential
partners,
such as the
local chamber
of commerce,
economic
development
council or other
associations that
might share
an interest
in seeing
projects
completed.

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)

$1.2 trillion total funding

ARPA funds go to local governments
through two rounds of direct payments
until 2024. The money, which was originally
intended to be used in specific areas, such
as replacing lost revenue; investing in
water, sewer and broadband; and covering
costs associated with COVID-19, is now
largely unrestricted.

IIJA funds will be distributed to state and local
governments through formula grants and
competitive grants/loans managed by federal
agencies over the next 10 years. The money will also
replenish existing agency programs and fund
new ones. It is assigned to specific categories related
to infrastructure, like transportation,
broadband and energy.

Elected officials decide how their
government’s allocation is spent.

States, local governments and non-government
organizations apply for funds, and agencies decide
which proposed projects will be funded.

Illinois total:
$13.705 billion

Illinois’ formula total:
$17.81 billion

Illinois state government total:
$7.492 billion

Federal highway projects in Illinois:
$9.8 billion

Illinois metro municipalities total:
$2.683 billion

Public transportation in Illinois:
$4 billion

Illinois counties total:
$2.539 billion

Bridge repair and replacement in Illinois:
$1.4 billion

Illinois small municipalities total:
$681 million

Expanding broadband in Illinois:
$100 million
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Partnering with Rural Development can
Help Ease Process of Requesting Resources,
Says State Director
County Farm
Bureaus have an
opportunity to help
direct funds from
the Infrastructure
Law into local
broadband and
transportation
projects that
Betsy Dirksen
benefit rural
Londrigan
residents. Partnering
with groups like U.S. Department of
Agriculture Rural Development can
amplify their efforts.

Increased connectivity should make it
easier for local leaders, who often wear
many hats within their communities, to
ask questions about state and federal
initiatives from staff who administer
them, she said. Rural Development also
aims to build camaraderie by putting
individuals in contact with other
agencies when requests are outside the
program’s scope.

With $1.2 trillion in funding authorized
for public works projects, infrastructure
improvements are on the way for many
communities across the country. But
funding resources are only one piece
of the puzzle when implementing new
solutions; community leaders also
need to connect with state and federal
agencies to raise awareness of where
those funds can make the biggest
impact.

CFB managers and leaders who are
looking for additional resources and
support for local projects funded by
federal infrastructure dollars can contact
Illinois Rural Development at 217-4036200 or visit https://www.rd.usda.gov/
il for more information.

The Infrastructure Law will supply Illinois
with $9.8 billion for federal highway
projects, $1.4 billion for bridge repair
and replacement and another $100
million for access to broadband. Many
of the investments are targeted at rural
areas, but access to information and
additional resources can be a barrier for
those communities.
Illinois State Director of Rural
Development Betsy Dirksen Londrigan
said her office is working with other
state and federal agencies to provide
rural communities with the resources
they need to request funds and find
long-term project support. Efforts
include recent tours to towns across
Illinois, where staff members met with
residents and local leaders to learn
about community needs.

“It’s really about these communities
having a relationship with a person at
the agency,” said Dirksen Londrigan.

Dirksen Londrigan hopes people who
benefit from rural investment programs
also share their experiences with others,
so efforts can be duplicated elsewhere.
Testimonials are increasingly important
because Rural Development’s portfolio
of programs has increased by 80% over
the past 10 years, while staffing has
decreased by 30%.
CFB managers can assist by encouraging
members to share their stories with
representatives at the local, state and
national levels.
“When you share your good works
with your elected leaders and you
share that with your congressmen and
congresswomen, it resonates,” said
Dirksen Londrigan. “We need to make
sure they know about the good work
Rural Development is doing and how
we are impacting rural communities
because we want to make sure that
funding stays there.”

Infrastructure Law

CALL TO ACTION

One Voice:
Amplify Your
Members’ Needs
to Local Officials
This publication has outlined the
significance of the Infrastructure
Law and what it can potentially
mean for rural Illinois. But it takes
action to secure funding for
rural roads and bridges, for rural
broadband, for water, for rural
emergency services and for the
rural way of life.
County Farm Bureaus are the
natural leader in rural Illinois,
and it’s their responsibility to
make sure their members are
heard. Start the conversation
now. Work with county Farm
Bureau leadership, Young
Leaders, farmers, business
leaders and local elected
officials to build a coalition.
Speaking as one voice
allows members of
Congress and the
General Assembly
to advocate for
those projects.
One voice makes
elected officials’
jobs easier to
bring home
the bacon.

